
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
SIERRA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. OCTOBER 11, 2011 
 
PRESENT: 

John Breternitz, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 

Robert Larkin, Commissioner  
Kitty Jung, Commissioner 

 
Nancy Parent, Chief Deputy Clerk 

Katy Simon, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 

Michael Greene, Fire Chief 
ABSENT: 

David Humke, Commissioner 
 
 The Board convened at 11:17 a.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
11-129SF AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
  There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
11-130SF AGENDA ITEM 3A 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of BOFC meeting minutes from the September 13, 
2011.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Weber, seconded by Commissioner Larkin, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 3A be approved. 
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11-131SF AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject: “Chief’s Report including Arrowcreek Station.” 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene reported that the Arrowcreek Station was on 
schedule and on budget. He anticipated the Station opening in February 2012. 
 
 There was no action taken or public comment on this item. 
 
11-132SF AGENDA ITEM 5  
 
Agenda Subject: “Ratification of a collective bargaining labor agreement between 
the Sierra Fire Protection District and the Sierra Fire Protection District 
Firefighters Association, IAFF Local 3895 effective July 1, 2011 for a one year 
term.” 
 
 Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel, explained since a question had been raised 
about the Open Meeting Law (OML), he suggested this item be brought back today to 
eliminate any doubt as to whether there was compliance. He said the Attorney General’s 
Office commonly recommended this approach and, in the abundance of caution, this 
would alleviate any problem that may have existed with the prior action. He said this 
action would assure the members of the Association that the Agreement was in place.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 5 be approved.  
 
11-133SF AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject: “Consider of approval of an Interlocal Agreement between the 
City of Reno and Sierra Fire Protection District for dispatch services with a one 
year term retroactive to July 1, 2011 at a cost of $124,000.00 ($16,000.00 over 
previous one-year cost) and if approved, authorize the Chairman to sign on behalf 
of the Board.” 
 
 Commissioner Larkin asked if this contract had been offered to the 
Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) since the Sheriff was leaning toward a 
consolidated dispatch center. Fire Chief Michael Greene replied that regional discussions 
were occurring; however, the discussions with the City of Reno regarding the renewal of 
the contract were suspended. Normally, this was an automatic renewal, but once those 
discussions with the City stalled, it was agreed upon for a one-year term. He said that the 
one-year contract, including the 90-day out, would allow the flexibility to participate in a 
regional dispatch center.  
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 Commissioner Larkin noted that this agreement was retroactive to July 1, 
2011 and would terminate on June 30, 2012. He asked if the County would be under any 
obligation to pay the full contract amount with the 90-day out, or was that a month-by-
month basis. Chief Greene indicated it would be a pay-by-quarter. Commissioner Larkin 
remarked that if another arrangement was anticipated, the County would need to give 
notice in April 2012. Chief Greene stated that was correct.  
 
 Chairman Breternitz asked if the County would still have an option to 
restructure at the end of the contract. Chief Greene confirmed that to be true. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 7 be approved, authorized and executed. The Agreement for same is attached hereto 
and made a part of the minutes thereof. 
 
11-134SF AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of an Interlocal Agreement between the Washoe 
County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) and the Sierra Fire Protection District regarding 
cost and use of the WCSO firefighting capable helicopter. (All Commission 
Districts.)” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 8 be approved. The Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a part of the 
minutes thereof. 
 
11-135SF AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioner’s/Managers Announcements, Requests for 
Information, Topics for Future Agendas and Statements Relating to Items Not on 
the Agenda. (No discussion among Commissioners will take place on this item.)” 
 
 There were no Board member comments. 
 
11-136SF AGENDA ITEM 10 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
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  There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
11-137SF AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations 
with Sierra Fire Protection district employee Organizations per NRS 288.220.” 
 
11:27 p.m. On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 

which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was 
ordered that the meeting recess to a closed session for the purpose of 
discussing negotiations with the Sierra Fire Protection District per NRS 
288.220. It was noted that the meeting would adjourn from the closed 
session. 

 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  JOHN BRETERNITZ, Chairman 
  Sierra Fire Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex Officio Clerk, Sierra  
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared by: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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